
Biography

Rand - Edward Sprague Rand III (1834-1897)
aka Edward Sprague Rand Jr. – although actually III
aka E.S. Rand Jr.

Edward Sprague Rand, lawyer, botanist, author and father to Henry Lathrop Rand and his brother
Edward Lothrop Rand, all summered on Mount Desert Island and, each in his own way, left an
important legacy there. Edward Sr.’s horticultural passion led him to fame and disgrace in the
United States, but his fame continued for many years after his exile to Brazil. Present day
archivists wonder if he would be diagnosed as bi-polar in the 21st Century. His sons shared his
passion for the country and botany, each in his own way, and, each in his own way, is
remembered on the island in the 21st century.

Note: Henry spelled Lathrop with an "a" and Edward spelled it with an "o."

Father: Edward Sprague Rand II (1809-1884)
Mother: Elizabeth Arnold (1810-1884)
Birth Date: October 20, 1837 – recorded and sworn to by ESP on his passport as 1837
Born at: Boston, Massachusetts

Brother to: Rand – Arnold Augustus Rand (1837-1917)

The Rand family had been well-to-do for several generations. When Edward Sprague Rand III’s
grandfather, Edward S. Rand I (1782-1863), died in 1863 his estate was estimated to worth $125,000
to $150,000.

Significant Education:
1855: Graduated Harvard
Member: Hasty Pudding Club
1857: Graduated Harvard Law School

Spouse Name: Lathrop - Jane Augusta (Lathrop) Rand (1837-1918)
Spouse Parents: John Pierce Lathrop (1796-1843) and Maria Margaretta Long (1805-1876)
Wedding Date: November 23, 1858 by Samuel B. Babcock, Rector of St. Pauls Church
Wedding Place: Dedham, Massachusetts

Four Children:
Edward Sprague Rand IV - August 22, 1859 – October 9, 1924 – later Edward Lothrop Rand
Henry Lathrop Rand - January 1, 1862 – May 24, 1945.
Margaret Arnold Rand - October 21, 1868 – March 17, 1930.
Percy Arnold Rand - August 20, 1872 – October 27, 1887 at the age of 15 years and 2 months. He
was buried at Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge.



Occupation: Lawyer – Botanist
1857: Admitted to the Bar
1858-1876: 30 Court Street – law office with his father

Childhood Home:
1853-1871: 68 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts – 2nd house left of Charles Street – still standing

Home:
1877: Lived with his brother, Arnold Augustus Rand, at 53 Tremont Street at the corner of
Edgeworth Street, Boston, Massachusetts

Summer Home:
1866: Edward Sprague Rand III and family spent their summer vacation boarding with the Higgins
family at Harbor House in Bar Harbor, Maine. See: The Rands Come to Eden – Circa 1866.pdf
1869: "Mount Desert - …the Snow farm of fifty acres [recently sold] to E.S. Rand, Jr. …" – Boston
Post, September 11, 1869. p. 4.

Home:
Circa 1867 to 1877
Edward Sprague Rand III Estate - 12670
Glen Ridge
MA – Dedham – High and Common

Death Date: September 28, 1897 - from self inflicted strychnine poisoning.
Death Place: Pará, Brazil
Cemetery: Unknown. Possibly buried in his garden in Brazil.

For Edward Sprague Rand’s influence on the Massachusetts Horticultural Society Library see:

“The Growth and Glory of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society Library,” Massachusetts
Horticultural Society site, Accessed online 01/14/2016; https://www.masshort.org/The-Growth-
and-Glory-of-the-Massachusetts-Horticultural-Society-Library

(The major substance of this history has been extracted from "The Building of the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society Library", an article by Robert Fraker which appeared in The Journal of the
New England Garden History Society in the Fall of 2000)

For detailed drawings and descriptions of the Glen Ridge Estate and Rand’s orchid experiments in
Brazil see: Edward Sprague Rand III (1834-1897) – Horticulture.pdf
For descriptions and details of Rand’s disgrace and exile to Brazil see: Edward Sprague Rand III
(1834-1897) – Difficulties.pdf

"[William] Boot gave his plants to the Hon. John A. Lowell, from whence some of his Orchids
went to the collection of Edward S. Rand of Dedham, and to which he made large additions by
importation from Europe, and were finally given by him and his friend James Lawrence to the



Botanic Garden at Cambridge. E.S. Rand Jr., had an extensive collection of Orchids, some of which
are now in the grand collection of Frederick L. Ames, at North Easton, which has been by
importation at great expense so much enlarged as to occupy three houses for their growth, and is
scarcely second to any in this country. Mr. Ames is one of the most enterprising and generous
contributors to the exhibitions of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society…" – "The Horticulture
of Boston and Vicinity" by Marshall P. Wilder, Tolman & White, Printers, 383 Washington Square,
Boston, 1881, p. 15.

"Orchid culture in the United States dates from about 1830, when Mr. John Wright Boott formed a
small collection. This collection passed to John Amory Lowell, who was one of the first to exhibit
orchids before the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. In 1854 Mr. Edward S. Rand purchased
most of the best plants which had belonged to Mr. Lowell, and imported others from Europe from
time to time. About 1865, however, Mr. Rand presented his collection to the botanical garden of
the Harvard University at Cambridge." - Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, Vol. LXXIII, June to
November 1886, Harper Brothers, New York, 1886 – Orchids by F.W. Burbidge, F.L.S., p. 350.

John Wright Boott (1788-1845)
John Amory Lowell (1798–1881)

1853: "In 1853, Lowell sold his Oncidium orchids to the Misses Pratt of Watertown, but most of his
orchids went to Edward S. Rand of Dedham, whose collection was said to be the finest in the
country. In 1876 Rand’s son still owned the huge Dendrobium which had belonged to Boott, as
well as a Cattleya crispa, "as large as a small washtub." When the Rand estate was sold, most of
the best plants were given to Harvard. Asa Gray himself divided Wright’s venerable Dendrobium
and kept half for Harvard’s Botanic Garden. Probably the scattered offspring of Boott’s orchids are
delighting their growers today. In the end, they were his legacy." - From Kirk Boott and the
Greening of Boston, 1783-1845, by Alan Emmet, Arnoldia: The Magazine of the Arnold Arboretum,
Fall 1987, p.33.

1857-1877: Edward Sprague Rand III, usually listed as “E.S. Rand Jr.” appeared in newspaper articles
concerning horticulture or his activities as a well-respected attorney so often that archivists
almost cease to notice them.

1861: "On the afternoon of April 24th, Edward S. Rand Jr., had the first public flag raising in town,
at his residence at Glen Ridge. The flag was run up by Captain Gershom J. Van Brunt, U.S.N.,
amidst the cheers of the assembled multitude, after which stirring and patriotic addresses were
made by several citizens…" – Dedham Historical Register, Volume I, No. 2, April, 1890, Dedham in
the Rebellion, p. 62.

1875: "A fine specimen of a choice orchid, cattleya crispa, will be shown at the weekly exhibition of
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society to-day. This plant is a native of Brazil, and is one of the
most beautiful of summer blooming orchids. It is from the collection of  Edward S. Rand, Jr." –
Boston Post, August 14, 1875, p. 3.

"…[Rand] was assistant editor of Harris on Insects Injurious to Vegetation in 1862, edited the floral
department of Tlte Homestead, and assisted in the preparation of a new edition of Dr. Jacob



Bigelow's " Florula Bostoniensis." He traveled extensively in the Southern states and in South
America…" – The Twentieth Century Biographical Dictionary of Notable Americans edited by
Rossiter Johnson, Volume IX, QUA-STEARNS, The Biographical Society, Boston, 1904, p. 32.

1877: “Edward Sprague Rand did not accompany the family when they moved to Cambridge
[Massachusetts]. Apparently he had mortgaged “Glen Ridge” to the hilt and made use of family
money that had been left in trust by his grandfather for the benefit of other relatives. In April of
1877 he was arrested on the suspicion that he might flee the country. He managed to get released
from jail, obtain a passport and sail to Brazil. According to a report to the Department of State by
the U. S. Consulate in Pará, Brazil, “Edward Sprague Rand, an American citizen . . . died on the
morning of September 28, 1897. He had been sick a long time and finally ended his sufferings by
taking a dose of strychnine.”" - “Henry L. Rand: Photographer & Visual Diarist” by Meredith
Hutchins, Chebacco: The Magazine of Mount Desert Island Historical Society, Volume XI, 2010, p.
7.

1877 – April 17: "Edward S. Rand, Jr., a prominent Boston lawyer, was lodged in Dedham jail, last
night, having been surrendered by his bondsmen. He has lived beyond his means and raise money
by mortgages on property at fictitious valuations." - Lowell Daily Citizen and News, April 18, 1877,
Volume XXVII, Issue 6504, p. 2.

At the time of Edward Sprague Rand III’s arrest his son Edward Sprague Rand IV was eighteen.
Edward’s brother, Henry Lathrop Rand, was fifteen.

1877 – April 23: "Discharged – The examination of E.S. Rand, Jr., was concluded Saturday, and
resulted in Mr. Rand’s taking the poor debtor’s oath. The matter was then brought before Chief
Justice Gray, and Mr. Rand was discharged from arrest on the writ of ne exeat. By an agreement
between parties interested, Mr. Rand made a conveyance of his property to Trustees." - Boston
Post, April 23, 1877, p.4.

1877 – May 11: "Dedham – Sale of E.S. Rand’s Estate – A part of the homestead estate of Edward S.
Rand, Jr. at Elm Ridge [Sic], Dedham, was sold yesterday afternoon at auction by order of the
Newburyport Savings Bank, the mortgages, for breach of conditions. The attendance was large,
although mainly of the curious. The house contains thirty rooms, conveniently arranged, and in
good order. The homestead lot contains eight acres. The water tower and other arrangements cost
about $10,000, and shrubs and trees and plants about $3000. The terms of the sale stated by
Messrs. Holbrook & Fox, the auctioneers, were $500 in hand, the balance of 40 per cent, in ten
days, and the remainder to remain on mortgage at 6 per cent. The only bid was from Mr. M.E.
Hale, representing the mortgages, and was for $10,000, one-half the mortgage, at which price the
sale was made. A number of gentlemen were present intending to bid, but the adjoining land,
some twenty acres in extent, is to be sold on the 28th instant, under foreclosure proceedings,
which rendered its final ownership uncertain." - Boston Daily Globe, May 11, 1877, p. 4.

1877 – May 17: "Rand Estate – The sale of the plants and flowers in the greenhouses of Edward S.
Rand, Jr., at “Glen Dale,” [Sic] took place yesterday. The attendance was food and the whole stock
was sold at excellent prices. The proceeds were to liquidate a bill for coal and grain held by Amos
Fisher." - Boston Daily Globe, May 17, 1877, p. 16.



1877 – May 18: "…The sale of the valuable private library of E.S. Rand Esq., commenced yesterday
at Leonard’s auction rooms on Beacon Street, and will continue to-day. The catalogue comprises
450 lots, and many of the books are rare." - Boston Post, May 18, 1877, p. 3.

1877 – November 6: "Edward S. Rand, Jr., Gone to South America
The ship Jacob E. Ridgeway, which sailed from New York on Friday for Para, took as one of its
passengers Edward S. Rand, Jr., of this city, who goes to Brazil for an extended tour of exploration
of the valley of the Amazon and of its southern tributaries. Mr. Rand is an ardent botanist and the
author of several works on floriculture. He is especially interested in orchids and air-plants. The
tour will probably occupy at least two years. Mr. Rand accompanies Ernest Morris, the well-
known South American traveler." - Boston Daily Globe, November 6, 1877, p. 2.

1878 – June 10: "Under instructions from the Boston Bar Association, the Attorney-General has
petitioned the Supreme Court for the removal from the bar of Edward S. Rand, Jr., and John H.
Brown, for malfeasance and misconduct." - Boston Daily Globe, June 10, 1878, p. 8.

1878 – June 19: "News from E.S. Rand, Jr. - Mr. Ernest Morris, the Brazillian [Sic] explorer, who is
now in the city, has brought news to Boston concerning Mr. E.S. Rand Jr., of Dedham, which will
be of interest to many people in this city and vicinity. He was a passenger on the same steamer
with Mr. Morris on his last trip to Brazil, and the two formed an intimate acquaintance. They
went up the Amazon together to a place name Juraty, a town of several hundred inhabitants on
the southern bank of the river about 700 miles in the interior. Mr. Rand there found himself
among natives, but yet among friends, secured to him by Mr. Morris, who understood their
language and the country. He is associated with a Portuguese in building up an export trade in
rubber, gums, dyes etc., which are found in the country thereabouts in inexhaustible quantities.
“He is very pleasantly located and has a splendid outlook for accumulating a fortune,” says Mr.
Morris “and mark my words, when he does obtain it, he will as he has many and many a time
remarked to me, return to Boston and pay all his debts, both principal and interest.” He has
improved much in health, and is now strong and robust, looking like a different man than when
he left home." - Boston Daily Advertiser, June 19, 1878.

Ernest Turner Morris (1856-1891) – “The Boy Explorer”

1878 – July 2: Born as Edward Sprague Rand IV, Edward Sprague Rand III’s son, Edward, changed
his name to Edward Lothrop Rand on July 2, 1878 after his father’s disgrace. The name change
does not prove animosity on the part of Edward Lothrop Rand, though, of course, it may. It is just
as possible that he found it difficult to constantly be confused with his father at such a trying time
and as he too, was a botanist.

Despite hopeful reports like the one from June 19 1878, E.S. Rand Jr., was not easily forgiven in
Massachusetts.

1880: "Letter to Judge Thomas (Benjamin F. Thomas, President of the Suffolk Bar Association:…I
observe that your Association has requested the removal of Edward S. Rand and several others
from the Bar. Unquestionably, they should be expelled. But they are already practically dead to



the profession…" – "Our Divorce Courts: Their Origin and History, Why They are Needed, How
They are Abused, and How They May be Reformed" by Charles Cowley, Penhallow Printing
Company, 1880, p. 75.

The international world of botany and horticulture simply chose to overlook Rand’s disgrace as he
continued to write for magazines from Australia to England and to send seeds, cuttings and
pressed flowers and leaves to fellow enthusiasts and institutions all over the world.

"The well-known American botanist, Mr. E. S. Rand, at the time of my visit had been living for a
number of years in Pará, gathering his notable collection of orchids, with more than 20,000
specimens of 800 species, and almost endless varieties, said to be the third largest collection then
known to botanists." - The Bible in Brazil; Colporter Experiences, by Hugh C. Tucker, Young
People’s Missionary Movement of the United States and Canada, Fleming H. Revell Company,
1902, Chapter X, The Amazon, Pará - River Towns - The Indians.

1884 – January 18: Edward’s father, Edward Sprague Rand II (1809-1884), his mother and brother,
Charles, and his family were lost in the City of Columbus wreck off Gay Head, Massachusetts. The
passage from a newspaper quoted below speaks to the impact that Edward Sprague Rand III’s
disgrace must have had on his family. Edward had been a member of his father’s firm. Between
them they handled a large number of the most valuable Boston trusts.

"Mr. Edward S. Rand [II] was one of the oldest, if not the oldest, conveyancer in the city [of
Boston], and at one time had a very lucrative practice in this branch of the law. His knowledge of
titles to estates, and his high reputation for integrity and ability, made his services as trustee in
great request. Voluntarily relinquishing a large part of his fortune on the failure of his eldest son
several years ago, he continued in the practice of his profession, and retained to the last the
esteem and confidence of the community. A zealous churchman, he was one of the trustees of the
Episcopal Theological Seminary in Cambridge, and his advice and cooperation were sought in
general church matters. Genial and dignified in manner, and kindly and benevolent in disposition,
Mr. Rand was at once respected and beloved.” – Boston Daily Advertiser, January 21, 1884.

See: Rand - City of Columbus Wreck – 01-18-1884.pdf

1885: The Paphinia randi, Brazilian orchid was named after Edward Sprague Rand by Lucien
Linden (1851-1940) and Emile Rodigas (1831-1902) in 1885. Lucien Linden (1851-1940), was the son
of Belgian botanist, explorer and horticulturist, Jean Jules Linden 1817-1898). The Linden family
began publishing the Lindenia journals in 1885 and continued for twenty-one years, until 1906. In
1892 their botanical print of Brymer’s Cattleya, PL. CCCXLIII, was drawn from a specimen given to
them by E.S. Rand. See "Lindenia Iconography of Orchids" conducted by J. Linden, Lucien Linden
and Em. Rodigas, 1892.
Edward pursued his interest in botany in Pará, Brazil, and wrote articles for horticulture
magazines and newsletters in North America, Australia and elsewhere.

1886: "For many years there was but one type of Victoria in cultivation, but in 1886 a plant was
grown at Bordentown, N. J., by Mr. Sturtevant, which produced a deep crimson flower, and also
possessed darker foliage than the original ; the turned-up rim of the leaf was also deeper. It was



altogether a distinct variety, and is now known as V. r., var. Randii. This variety has proved a most
useful and very desirable one for open air cultivation in the United States, and is generally grown
in preference to the type." - "Making a Water Garden" by William Tricker, McBride, Nast &
Company, New York, 1913, p. 54.

1890: "To return to the city: no visitor to Pará should omit an examination of the splendid gardens
of the well-known American botanist and author, Edward S. Rand, who has some thirty thousand
plants in seven hundred and fifty-six species, and endless varieties. Especially interesting is his
collection of orchids. These gardens are private property, but Mr. Rand is very amiable, and likes
nothing better than to show his treasures to an appreciative stranger." - "Around & About South
America; Twenty Months of Quest & Query" by Frank Vincent, D. Appleton and Company, New
York, 1890, 1895, 1897, Chapter XXXIX, p. 350.

1890: "A Dinner To Prof. Searby
As noted in the Circular for June, Prof. Wm. Searby, of California College of Pharmacy sailed for
Europe on the completion of the labors of the pharmacoporial [Sic] convention in Washington.
The Professor remained abroad until the latter part of July and was welcomed on his reaching this
port [New York City] by a pleasant but informal dinner which was presided over by S.W. Fairchild,
president of the New York College of Pharmacy. Among those present at the dinner were Dr. E.S.
Rand, the celebrated botanist of Para, Brazil, Vice president Main, Prof. H.H. Rusby, and several of
the faculty of the New York College." – The Druggists’ Circular and Chemical Gazette, Volume 34,
Oil, Paint and Drug Publishing Company, Incorporated, September, 1890, p. 212.

Note: Spelling transcribed as found.

Prof. Wm. Searby – William Martin Searby (1835-1909) – A “Pharmaceutical Chemist,” he
helped to found the California College of Pharmacy in 1872.

S.W. Fairchild – Samuel William Fairchild (1852-1927) - President of the New York College
of Pharmacy.

Dr. E.S. Rand - Edward Sprague Rand III (1834-1897) – Archivists have found no evidence
that Edward should have been designated as “Dr.” and can only conclude that the author
was mistaken.

Vice president Main – Thomas F. Main (1849-1917) - Vice president of the New York College
of Pharmacy.

Prof. H.H. Rusby – Henry Hurd Rusby (1855-1940) – American botanist, pharmacist and
explorer, helped to found the New York Botanical Garden.

1892: Edward Sprague Rand arrived in New York as a transient visitor from Pará, Brazil on
December 6, 1892 on the SS Origen. He was listed as the only passenger by the Master of the
vessel Thompson. The SS Origen ran for the United Fruit Company.

1897: Edward ended his life on September 28, 1897 in Pará, Pernambuco, Brazil.



1897: "Mr. Rand – We regret to hear of the decease of Mr. Rand of Para, a gentleman much
attached to the study of Orchids, and who has been the means of introducing many species to this
country." – The Gardener’s Chronicle, October 30, 1897, p. 315.

1898: "E.S. Rand, commemorated in Victoria Randii, died recently in Para, Brazil. He was an
expert plantsman, a private gentleman, and wrote interestingly on various horticultural subjects."
– American Gardening, Volume 19, 1898,  p. 458.

1898: "Aerides Ledouxianum (Provisionally Named) [Aerides Ledouxianum - Said to be similar to
A. odoratum.]
A most extraordinary specimen of an Aerides with a remarkable history has just flowered in the
collection of R. le Doux, Esq., West Derby, who showed it at the Liverpool Exchange News Room
on Wednesday, August 10, when it created quite a sensation, not only among those who know
Orchids, but the general public. On the following day it was shown at the rooms of the
Manchester Orchid Society, where it secured a Silver Medal. The plant, which is a noble specimen
of the A. odoratum type, bore between fifty and sixty splendid flower-spikes, the whole forming,
perhaps, the best specimen of an Aerides ever seen. Its history is somewhat curious, for the exact
locality from which it was collected cannot be decided by what is known of it, though we may be
tolerably sure it was not Brazil.

During the lifetime of the late Mr. E.S. Rand, of Para, Brazil, he made an arrangement with Mr.
John Cowan, of Gateacre Nurseries, Liverpool, that on his death the collection should be brought
to this country and sold on account of his executors. Thus, when informed of his death, Mr.
Cowan, Jun., proceeded to Para, and carefully packed and brought home the plants. The Aerides
now under notice was established on a tree in Mr. Rand’s garden at Para, and it measured 5 feet to
6 feet in length, by 3 feet across. When first placed on the tree it was a very small plant, and
although it grew so freely it had never flowered until it received the check of removal (on the
branch on which it was growing), the journey to Liverpool, and the change into Mr. Le Doux
collection, where it is still displaying its wealth of fragrant flowers. Such an event speaks well of
the enterprise of Mr. John Cowan and of his son, and it is highly satisfactory to the new owner of
the plant, who prizes it highly." – The Gardeners’ Chronicle, August 20, 1898, p. 134.

Edward Sprague Rand is hardly forgotten as the many references to him in the years since his
death to the present day attest. In the 21st Century his name most often appears as part of a
botanical reference.

1913: "[Cycnoches Amesianum]… is a native of the Upper Amazons, being found at Manaos, on the
Rio Negro, and on its tributurv the River Purus. The late Mr. E. S. Rand has stated that it is the
giant of the River Purus, and without exception the most beautiful and fragrant Amazonian
Orchid known to him, filling the air with a delicious Vanilla-like fragrance. He has seen the
pseudobulbs three feet long and two inches in diameter, and bearing flowers of both sexes, the
males in racemes from the top of the pseudobulbs, sometimes two feet long, with from fifty to
seventy flowers, and the females beneath, with from one to three flowers. Occasionally both are
found on the same inflorescence, of which an example is preserved at Kew. R.A.R. " – The Orchid



Review: An Illustrated Monthly Journal Devoted to Orchidology, edited by R. Allen Rolfe, A.L.S.,
Volume XXI, Frank Leslie & Co., Kew, 1913, p. 18.

Robert Allen Rolfe (1855-1921) – British botanist specializing in the study of orchids. He was the
first curator of the orchid herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, founded the magazine
The Orchid Review, and published many papers on hybrids of different species of orchids.

For Edward Sprague Rand III – Author see: Edward Sprague Rand III (1834-1897) –
Horticulture.pdf


